A comparison of thermoplasticized injectable gutta-percha obturation techniques.
This study compared the quality of obturation of high- and low-temperature thermoplasticized injectable gutta-percha techniques and standard lateral condensation. A new model system was developed to more closely simulate the clinical environment. All obturations were performed in this same model which allowed direct comparisons between the different techniques. The resultant mass of gutta-percha was visually examined and graded for each obturation. Statistical analysis of the results indicated that both thermoplasticized injectable techniques were significantly better than lateral condensation. There was no significant difference between either of the thermoplastic obturation techniques.